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by Canton, became active. On June 19 they started a strike
of the Chinese employees of the Hongkong, Macao> and
Canton Steamboat Company, a British concern. Next,
the Seamen's Guild declared a general strike of all Chinese
seamen in foreign ships. Then all the newspaper and tram-
way men went on strike.
By way of combating the movement, the Hongkong
Government declared a blockade of Canton and forbade
the export of food-stuffs, gold and silver specie, fuel, wines,
and coal. It also took steps to break the strikes in the island,
relying, as always, on strong measures.
The Canton Government retaliated by declaring a
blockade of Hongkong and by stopping all trade with that
place and with Macao. It refused to allow any goods from
either of those two places, whether in transit or not, to be
landed, and forbade the sale of any British goods in store.
At the same time all Chinese were withdrawn from British
factories and shops both in Canton and in Hongkong. This
was a severe blow to both British and Chinese merchants,
and especially to those in Hongkong.
At this, the British threw up the sponge and opened un-
official negotiations with a view to coming to terms. But
the proposals put forward by the two sides were so much at
variance that there was no prospect of an immediate
settlement. The anti-British party in Canton became more
active than ever, and the English reverted to their strong
measures, sending landing parties to recover by force the
British wharves and motor-boats that were being used by
the strikers.
However, just at this moment the Party of the Right
got the upper hand of that of the Left in the Canton Govern-
ment and, realizing that it would not pay to prolong
hostilities with England indefinitely, came to terms.
The Wan-hsien affair.
The next incident occurred at Wan-hsien. It started in
August 1926 with the swamping of two boatloads of Chinese
soldiers on the Upper Yangtze, near Wan-hsien in Szechuan,
by the wash of a British vessel. On hearing of it, the local
Chinese officials promptly seized two British ships that
happened to be in port. The British protested and pressed
for their return, but the Chinese obstinately refused.